
Today’s biodiesel meets stringent quality standards
BIODIESEL FUEL QUALITY

Want to know more about biodiesel? Visit miadvancedbiofuels.com
or contact Michigan Soybean Committee/Michigan Soybean Association 
at 989-652-3294 or soyinfo@michigansoybean.org. 
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MYTH: Biodiesel clogs f ilters 
FACTS:
 Biodiesel contains solvent 
properties that clean residue 
from fuel systems
 To prevent the chance of 
temporary filter clogging, start with lower 
biodiesel blends when using biodiesel for 
the first time in older systems
 It may be necessary to change filters 
more frequently at first
 After a few biodiesel tankfuls, residue 
will clear out and normal filter changes 
can resume
 Otherwise, best practices for handling 
and storing biodiesel are the same as 
diesel fuel

MYTH: Biodiesel won’t work in winter
FACTS:
 Like petroleum diesel, 
biodiesel can gel at colder 
temperatures
 Cold-flow fuel additives 
prevent gelling
 With proper additives, biodiesel blends 
up to 20% (B20) can perform as well as 
diesel in cold weather

MYTH: Biodiesel voids warranties
FACTS:
 Major vehicle and equip-
ment manufacturers approve 
biodiesel blends up to B100
 Consult manufacturer for 
specific approvals
 Federal Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act 
protects buyers

Over the past 30 years, biodiesel fuel specifications and 
quality standards have continuously evolved and improved. 
Diesel operators can use today’s biodiesel with confidence 
that it is a high-performance fuel, vastly superior to products 
sold in the past. 

By law, biodiesel and biodiesel blends must meet stringent 
ASTM fuel specifications. Table 1 details these specifications.  

BQ-9000: Manufacturing quality assurance
BQ-9000 is a voluntary program for accredi-
tation of biodiesel producers and marketers. 
The program verifies fuel quality and best 
management practices throughout the 
manufacturing process, including 
storage, sampling, testing, blending, 
shipping and distribution. Both biodiesel 
producers in Michigan, W2 Fuel and Thumb BioEnergy, are 
BQ-9000 accredited. Learn more at bq-9000.org.

The National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) collects 
fuel quality data from BQ-9000 biodiesel 
producers every year. The NREL fuel quality report shows that 
biodiesel produced in the U.S. consistently exceeds the 
required ASTM specifications. Find the latest NREL report 
here: https://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy25osti/95754.pdf

Table 1. Legally approved biodiesel blends

Biodiesel Blends ASTM Specifications

B0-B5

B6-B20

B21-B99

B100

D975 (same as diesel fuel)

D7467

D6751, D975 

D6751

W2 Fuel Thumb BioEnergy

https://docs.nrel.gov/docs/fy25osti/95754.pdf
https://bq-9000.org/
https://www.miadvancedbiofuels.com/
https://w2fuel.com/
https://www.thumbbioenergy.com/

